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RE: TACKLING BULLYING AT ANY SCHOOL:  
YEAR 7 AND 8 PUPILS’ VIEWS 

 

       When we visited Any School, alongside the questionnaire for the second session, pupils 

were asked for their views about what can be done to tackle bullying. They were asked 

open-ended questions about strategies that could be used by pupils, teachers, and parents.  

One hundred and forty-two children returned their answers. The following is a summary of 

the children’s responses. Where numbers are given in brackets, this indicates the number of 

children who cited each strategy.  

 

What can pupils do? 

In answer to this question, the most popular response was to tell an adult, be that a teacher 

(N=58), parent (N=31) or other trusted person. Children also acknowledged that they could 

talk to their friends.  Children thought that friends could help by telling the bullying children 

to stop, by reporting bullying on the target’s behalf, and by making friends with bullied 

children (perhaps to form an after-school club) (N=37).  

   Children thought that it was important to ignore and to keep away from children who 

bully others (N=29). Five children thought pupils should retaliate in kind to ‘give bullies a 

taste of their own medicine’. Children acknowledged that it is important to get along with 

everyone (N=7). Further to this, children thought that the introduction of older children to 

patrol the playground and to provide a listening ear (N=10) would be beneficial.  

 

What can teachers do? 

The most popular response here was to talk to the bullying children (N=25). Children also 

thought it important that teachers talk to targets (N=18) and inform all parents about what 

is happening (N=23). Children thought of a range of strategies for easing the reporting of 

bullying, including a school helpline number, a ‘reporting box’ and a room where children 
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can speak to an adult to make a confidential report of bullying. They also cited a range of 

consequences for bullying, including isolation, exclusion and detention (the most popular, 

N=15).  

   Children thought that teachers should be aware of friendships in their class, look out for 

vulnerable children, separate bullying children from targets and consider their seating plan 

carefully (maybe mixing it up every so often) (N=26).  

     Further, children called for increased break-time supervision, including CCTV (N=15) and 

for lesson-time dedicated to anti-bullying, including more research participation (N=10).  

 

What can parents do? 

The majority of children who answered this question cited reporting the bullying to the 

school as the most useful thing a parent could do (N=61). Following this, children thought it 

important that parents ask their children about their school day and about bullying (N=39).  

    Having established that bullying is taking place,  a number of children thought parents 

should talk to the parents of those doing the bullying (N=18) and/or to the bullying children 

(N=14). Children also thought it important that parents should support their children 

through confidence building and self-esteem (N=7). A minority thought parents should help 

their child to move schools (N=6).  

 

 


